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Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  First  Annual  Report,  I would, 
for  one  moment,  draw  attention  to  the  great  loss  which  the 
Borough  has  sustained  by  the  sudden  decease  of  my  prede- 
cessor, Dr.  Alfred  Swann.  Knowing  him  intimately  for 
fourteen  years,  I ever  found  him  a most  accomplished,  enthu- 
siastic, and  versatile  member  of  the  profession.  Combined 
with  these  qualities  he  possessed  the  sine  qua  non  for  a 
Medical  man,  the  gift  of  being  able  to  put  himself  in 
his  patient’s  place,  and  a true  sympathy  with  the  sufferer. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  late  Doctor’s  representatives  I 
have  had  handed  to  me  his  reports  for  the  last  five  years, 
which  have  proved  invaluable  in  giving  comparative  tables 
in  my  Monthly  Reports,  and  also  for  preparing  this  Annual 
Report. 

During  the  year  1895,  829  births  were  registered,  441 
males  and  388  females.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was 
28-58  per  thousand.  In  1894,  the  birth  rate  was  29-73  per 
thousand.  In  1898,  it  was  28-53  per  thousand.  The 
average  birth  rate  for  the  last  ten  years,  beginning  in  1880, 
is  28-3J/.  per  thousand,  so  we  are  just  rather  over  the  average 
in  the  past  year. 
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The  Death  Rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered, 
during  1895,  amounted  to  579,  of  these  287  being  males  and 
292  females.  Of  these,  25  occurred  in  the  Dewsbury  Union 
Workhouse  but  belonged  to  Batley.  Two  deaths  also 
occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  children,  from 
Thornhill  Lees,  so  that  the  corrected  figures  should  be  as 
follows  :■ — -Total  deaths  577,  males  287  and  females  290, 
these  latter  figures  being  alone  used  in  my  calculations,  as 
the  Thornhill  patients  did  not  belong  to  the  Borough.  The 
Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  19-89  Ter  thousand. 

In  1894,  an  unprecedentedly  healthy  year,  it  was  only 
16.95  per  thousand.  In  1893,  it  was  2J+.21  per  thousand. 
The  average  death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years,  beginning  1886, 
is  20-30  per  thousand,  so  that  we  are  on  the  right  side  of 
the  hedge,  just  under  the  average. 

As  regards  both  birth  rate  and  death  rate  we  are  holding 
a fair  position,  being  slightly  over  the  average  birth  rate  and 
slightly  under  the  average  death  rate. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — There  were  58  deaths  due  to  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  the  death  rate  from  this 
cause  being  2 00  per  thousand.  In  1894  it  was  1-81+  per 
thousand,  and  in  1893  it  was  5-19  per  thousand.  The  average 
Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is  3-26  per  thousand, 
so  that  we  have  an  excellent  record  for  the  past  year,  and  if 
Diarrhoea  be  excluded  we  have  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  0-Jf.l 
per  thousand  in  1895.  The  Zymotic  rate  for  1895  is  the 
second  lowest  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Infantile  Mortality  and  Mortality  at  all  Ages. — 
The  following  table  of  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  is 
instructive. 


TABLE 

No.  I. 

189 f. 

1895. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

...  134  . 

..  166 

Deaths  over  1 year  and  under  5 years 

...  73  . 

..  64 

r. 

»»  if  u n jj 

15  „ 

22 

..  18 

15 

25  „ 

...  29  . 

..  28 

25 

1)  )>  J >5  )) 

65  „ 

...  153  . 

..  200 

•„  ,,  65  and  upwards 

... 

...  76  . 

..  101 

Total 

..  487  . 

. 577 

A casual  glance  at  these  figures  will  show  that  the  heaviest 
incidence  of  death  has  fallen  upon  the  infantile  and  aged 
portions  of  the  community,  that  while  the  figures  in  the 
pei'iods  of  older  childhood  and  adolescence  are  higher  in 
1894,  there  is  a large  increase,  in  1895,  in  the  number  of 
deaths  under  1 year  and  over  25  years.  This  is  accounted 
for  by  the  pretty  severe  visitation  of  Diarrhoea  which  we 
had  in  August,  September  and  early  October  of  this  year, 
in  the  case  of  the  infants;  while  the  heavy  middle  life  and 
old  age  mortality  depends  largelyon  the  Influenza  Epidemic 
of  March,  with  its  ever  attendant  increase  in  diseases  of 
the  lungs. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  1895  is  a very  high  one,  viz  , 
200  per  thousand  born  compared  with  157  in  1894  This 
high  rate  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  birth  rate  this  year 
being  lower,  which  gives  a fictitious  aspect  to  the  figures, 
but  in  the  main,  the  Diarrhcea  Epidemic  of  the  autumn 
months  will  account  for  the  increase,  as  1894  was  a par- 
ticularly cool  season,  only  12  deaths  occurring  during  the 
twelve  months,  at  all  ages,  from  Diarrhcea.  The  average 
infantile  death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is  203  per  thousand 
born  which  makes  this  year’s  mortality  just  under  the 
average  by  three  deaths. 


taken  into  account  in  my  calculations. 
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Tlio  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  occur- 
ring during  the  year. 

TABLE  No.  II. 
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The  above  table  is  invaluable  in  showing  the  number  of 
deaths  from  Zymotic  and  other  diseases  occurring  during 
each  month  in  1895. 

At  this  point  it  may  be  well  to  give  some  particulars  as 
to  how  the  death  rate  for  1895  is  higher  than  1894.  As 
previously  stated,  this  is  due  to  the  epidemics  of  Influenza 
and  Diarrhoea,  with  which  we  have  been  visited  during  the 
year,  giving  the  upward  tendency  to  the  rates  in  March, 
August  and  September. 

The  Influenza  Epidemic. — Beginning  in  the  end  of 
February  and  lasting  about  a month,  a most  severe  epidemic 
of  Influenza  attacked  this  country,  and  the  death  rate  of 
the  Borough  sprang  up  from  16-29  per  thousand  in  January, 
1895,  to  29-66  in  March.  It  soon  however  expended  itself, 
for  we  find  that  in  April  the  death  rate  had  fallen  to  20-05 
per  thousand,  but  well  into  May  a considerable  number  of 
deaths  from  lung  diseases  (which  invariably  follow  Influenza) 
occurred.  A noticeable  difference  however  was  observable 
between  the  late  epidemic  and  the  terribly  deadly  one  of 
1891.  In  May,  1891,  the  month  of  greatest  intensity  of 
the  disease,  we  find  that  28  deaths  occurred  from  Influenza, 
giving  an  Influenza  death  rate  for  the  month  of  10-81/-  per 
thousand,  while  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  were  fatal  in  54 
cases,  giving  a Pulmonary  death  rate  of  18-97  per  thousand 
or  a combined  death  rate  from  Influenza  and  Lung  diseases 
of  29-81  per  thousand.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  in 
March,  1895,  that  12  persons  died  from  Influenza,  and  Lung 
diseases  contributed  24,  giving  an  Influenza  rate  of  5-01, 
and  a Pulmonary  rate  of  10-00 , or  a combined  rate  of  15-01 
per  thousand.  Speaking  roughly,  then,  we  may  say  that  as 
regards  deaths,  the  1891  epidemic  was  twice  as  severe  as  that 
of  1895.  As  regards  the  age  of  its  victims,  we  find  that  in 
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1891,  30  deaths  from  Influenza  and  Pulmonary  complaints 
were  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  ; while  in  1895,  there 
were  only  nine  deaths  from  these  maladies  in  children  of  that 
age.  In  persons  over  five  years  of  age  there  were  52  deaths 
from  these  diseases  in  May,  1891,  while  in  1895  (March) 
there  were  only  27  succumbed  from  these  causes.  The 
total  death  rate  for  May,  1891,  was  Jf.7-60,  while  that  of 
March,  1895,  was  29-66  per  thousand. 

Comparing  these  statistics  of  the  two  epidemics,  it  is 
evident  that  although  it  was  generally  believed  that  the  late 
visitation  was  quite  as  wide-spread,  and  attacked  quite  as 
many  persons,  the  fatal  results  were  only  about  half  as 
severe  as  in  that  of  1891. 

An  interesting  point  which  I have  noticed  in  connection 
with  the  late  epidemic  is,  that  ordinary  Zymotic  diseases, 
during  that  period,  were  almost  entirely  in  abeyance.  In 
March,  only  eight  cases  of  Zymotic  disease  were  notified, 
while  they  did  not  cause  a single  death.  In  April,  only  nine 
Zymotic  cases  were  notified,  while  the  deaths  from  like 
causes  gave  a death  rate  of  1-25  per  thousand.  In  May 
again,  while  deaths  from  Chest  diseases  were  numerous  only 
12  notifications  were  made,  and  no  deaths  from  Infectious 
diseases  registered.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  poison  of  the 
Influenza  holds  the  field  while  present,  and  probably  masks 
or  obscures  other  infectious  diseases  till  they  are  not  so  easily 
distinguished  as  when  the  ordinary  run  of  maladies  is  in 
force.  Let  us  fervently  hope  that  this  is  the  last  we  shall 
see  of  Influenza  for  many  a long  year. 

Diarfhcea. — Forty-six  deaths  were  caused  by  Diarrhoea 
and  Dysentery  during  1895.  Of  these  37  were  in  persons 
under  five  years,  while  nine  were  in  persons  over  five  years, 
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showing  well  the  heavy  incidence  of  these  diseases  on  the 
infantile  population.  The  Diarrhoea  death  rate  for  the  year 
was  1-58  per  thousand,  absorbing  in  itself  the  greater  part 
of  the  2-00  per  thousand  of  the  Zymotic  rate.  As  so  much 
has  already  been  said  about  this  subject  in  my  monthly  re- 
ports, it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  the  thundry  weather  we 
had  in  Summer  and  Autumn  was  largely  responsible  for  this 
outbreak,  causing  the  curdling  and  decomposition  of  milk 
so  largely  used  for  the  artificial  feeding  of  children,  as  well 
as  the  putrefaction  of  fruit  and  other  solid  foods  used  by 
adults. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  Notifications  received 

during  the  year  1895. 

TABLE  No  III. 


< 

w 

fr 

MARCH 

APRIL 

>< 

< 

K 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPT. 

o 

o 

NOV. 

DEC. 

TOTALS 

Small  Pox 

Cholera  (Nostras). . . 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

4 

27 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas... 

3 

1 

3 

4 

4 

4 

5 

3 

1 

3 

3 

7 

41 

Scarlet  Fever 
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4 

5 

1 

4 

5 

5 

3 

8 

7 

47 

Typhus  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever  ( 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

3 

5 

(24 

Enteric  Fever  j 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

5 

2 

(23 

Continued  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

1 

1 

Totals 

18 

8 

8 

9 

12 

11 

17 

16 

12 

1818 

26 

173 

The  Notifications  have  as  usual  proved  exceedingly  useful, 
having  enabled  the  Inspector  and  myself  to  investigate  the 
Sanitary  conditions  where  Infectious  diseases  are  located. 


Comparing  the  past  year  with  1894,  we  find  that  in  1895 
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a total  of  173  Notifications  were  sent  in,  and  301  in  1894. 
In  1893  there  were  377  Notifications.  In  1893  the  deaths 
from  Notifiable  diseases  gave  a rate  of  30-23  per  cent,  of 
the  Notified  cases.  In  1894  they  gave  17-27  per  cent,  of  the 
Notified  cases.  In  1895  they  only  totalled  7-51  percent,  of 
the  Notified  cases,  a most  remarkable  result  indeed.  Not  a 
single  death  occurred  from  Measles  or  Scarlet  Fever. 


The  following  table  gives  a view  of  Zymotic  and  other 
diseases  for  a series  of  six  years. 

TABLE  No.  IY. 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Small  Pox 

13 

49 

3 

* 

Measles  ... 

10 

18 

4 

32 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

8 

16 

7 

11 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

(Membranous) 

Whooping-Cough 

4 

5 

7 

7 

18 

16 

13 

9 

10 

5 

3 

3 

( Enteric 

10 

12 

7 

7 

9 

5 

Continued  ) rp  , 

Fever  i 

( Doubtful 

2 

5 

1 

1 

0 

mJ 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

33 

20 

17 

77 

12 

46 

Erysipelas 

Total  Deaths  from  Zy- 

4 

3 

3 

4 

1 

motic  Diseases... 

71 

93 

131 

155 

57 

62 

Phthisis  ... 

33 

44 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

7 

4 

Heart  Disease 

40 

48 

Total  deaths  from  other 

causes  ... 

Total  deaths  from  all 

511 

607 

484 

533 

353 

423 

causes  ... 

584 

701 

618 

695 

487 

577 

* Two  Thornhill  cases  died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  but  are  not 
taken  into  consideration  in  the  calculations. 
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Small  Pox. 


Measles. 
Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 

Whooping 

Cough. 


The  following  table  speaks  for  itself,  and  combines  all  the 
information  already  furnished  as  well  as  a comparative  view 
of  a series  of  ten  years. 


TABLE  No.  Y. 


Year 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

1880 

831 

579 

28-17 

19.62 

94 

3-15 

1887 

870 

645 

29-48 

21-35 

143 

4.84 

1888 

877 

511 

29-73 

17-32 

64 

2-19 

1889 

819 

582 

26.42 

18-78 

112 

3-63 

1890 

845 

584 

27  22 

18-90 

71 

2-29 

1891 

846 

701 

28  67 

24-42 

93 

3.14 

1892 

772 

618 

26-89 

21-53 

128 

4-45 

1893 

829 

695 

28-53 

24.21 

149 

5-19 

1894 

854 

487 

29.73 

16-95 

53 

1-84 

1895 

829 

577 

28-58 

19-89 

58 

2.00 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  within  the  Borough 
during  1895  ; but  two  deaths  (both  children  unvaccinated) 
occurred  in  our  Isolation  Hospital  at  Howden  Clough,  among 
patients  sent  from  Thornhill,  under  arrangement  with  the 
Batley  Corporation. 

No  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 

No  death  occurred  from  this  disease,  although  47  cases 
were  notified. 

These  caused  three  deaths  and  29  cases  were  notified. 

Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 
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Enteric  or  Ty- 
phoid Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery. 

Erysipelas. 

Cow  Sheds, 
Slaughter 
Houses,  &c. 


The  Isolation 
Hospital. 


Town’s  Water 


This  disease  was  responsible  for  five  deaths  There  were 
47  notifications. 

One  death  occurred.  There  were  six  notifications. 

There  were  three  deaths,  and  only  one  notification. 

These  diseases  caused  46  deaths. 

This  disease  caused  one  death.  There  were  4 1 notifications. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I have  visited  the  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Cow  Sheds,  and  Tripe 
Boiling  Establishments. 

We  further  purpose  inspecting  the  Elementary  Schools, 
die.,  within  a short  time. 

The  Howden  Clough  Temporary  Hospital  is  in  excellent 
condition,  although  from  the  elevated  nature  of  the  situation 
it  is  much  exposed  to  the  weather. 

The  Town’s  Water  has  been  uniformly  good.  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  efforts  now  being  used  by  means  of  a self- 
acting apparatus,  to  keep  out  the  storm  water  from  the 
reservoirs,  is  having  an  appreciable  effect  in  lessening  the 
plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water.  I have  seen  little  or 
nothing  of  Lead  Poisoning  cases  during  the  twelve  months. 

Hygienic  Facts  and  Suggestions. — Before  concluding 
my  report,  I would,  in  a few  words,  direct  your  attention  to 
one  or  two  points  of  Sanitary  interest  connected  with  our 
Borough.  It  has  often  surprised  me  what  low  monthly 
death  rates  we  have  in  a town  which,  from  its  smoky  atmos- 
phere and  the  damp  clay  subsoil  on  which  it  is  built,  one 
would  have  expected  a high  rate  of  mortality  from  Chest 
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Diseases  and  from  Rheumatism.  It  will  have  been  observed 
that  our  mortality  from  Consumption  and  Acute  Rheumatism 
is  very  low  considering  the  density  of  the  population,  the 
fact  that  large  numbers  of  our  people,  work  among  dust,  and 
that  we  have  a damp  clay  subsoil,  but  when  we  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  surface  of  the  Borough  is  of 
a very  uneven  character,  thus  affording  efficient  drainage, 
and  that  we  have  large  open  spaces,  this  exemption  is  easier 
understood.  The  large  tracts  of  green  fields  within  the 
boundaries  of  our  Borough  act  as  lungs  for  the  denser  central 
portion  of  the  town,  and  the  efficient  drainage  helps  to  carry 
off  the  superabundant  moisture  of  the  soil. 

In  one  thing  we  are  lacking,  although  something  has  been 
done  in  that  particular  also.  I refer  to  the  Planting  of  Trees 
in  our  Streets.  In  Branch  and  Cemetery  Roads  the  attempt 
already  made  has  certainly  not  been  in  vain.  Trees  are  of 
great  service  in  a damp  clay  district,  such  as  this,  in  sucking 
up  the  water  from  the  earth  by  means  of  their  roots,  while  the 
leaves  convert  the  Carbonic  Acid  Gas  exhaled  by  man  and  the 
lower  animals  into  Oxygen  Gas,  an  essential  for  the  life  of  the 
animal  creation.  In  addition,  there  is  nothing  so  beautiful 
to  a street  as  trees,  and  there  is  doubtless  in  this  direction 
room  for  much  to  be  done  in  our  Borough.  This  is  a com- 
paratively inexpensive  method  of  increasing  our  Sanitary 
safety.  The  extensive  planting  of  quickly  growing  and 
hardy  trees  such  as  Sycamores,  Willows,  Poplars  and  Limes 
would  soon  yield  a handsome  return  in  a clarified  atmos- 
phere, and  in  giving  an  attractive  appearance  to  our 
thoroughfares. 

In  visiting,  along  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  our  Slaughter 
Houses,  &c.,  I was  struck  by  the  large  number  of  inhabited 
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yards  which  are  still  unpaved.  In  many  instances  (by  the 
removal  of  the  surface  water)  the  paving  of  these  would 
result,  I am  certain,  in  an  undoubted  diminution  of  disease. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  congratulate  the  Corporation  on 
the  extraordinary  freedom  of  the  Borough  from  Infectious 
disease,  and  trust  that  although  the  efforts  of  the  Council 
and  its  Officials  have,  so  far,  been  crowned  with  success,  it 
will  it  no  wise  cause  them  to  abate,  in  the  future,  that  watch- 
fulness and  promptitude  of  action  which  have  been  so  effi- 
cacious in  the  past. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  A.  ERSKINE  STUART, 

L.R.C.P.  Edin.,  L.R  C.S.  Edin., 
Fellow  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 

Batley. 

January  23rd,  1896. 


